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CNL-518 Topic 4: The Six Stages of Kohlberg

Level 1: Preconventional Morality
	Stage
	Adolescent’s Perspective
	Rationale for your Responses

	
Stage 1: Obedience and Punishment Orientation

	Obedience and Punishment Orientation is the first stage of moral development, which is common among children of 9 years. This type of reasoning can also be identical in adults sometimes. Children usually reason rules are put in place to be followed. The children prefer to obey laws as a way of avoiding punishment. Children do not internalize things, including the outlined principles (Sanders, 2020).
	Children are bound to follow rules that have been set. They see rules, regulations and goods taught as an implementation made in the society. Children do not make choices on their point of view since they are afraid of punishment for violation or disobedience. In the above example, the student took care of her siblings as her parents instructed her.
 

	
Stage 2: Instrumental Relativist Orientation/Exchange of Favors

	Instrumental Relativist Orientation is a stage where the children start to adopt the ethics taught. The children see and recognize that each matter or ethics taught has more than one point of view. It is identical in this stage that motivation bases on personal advantages rather than respect or friendship. Children are after personal benefit from an action or a view. This is a moral development stage where parents recognize their mindset and make allowance to their children as a reward for responsibilities (Mathes, 2019).
	[bookmark: _GoBack] With reference to the scenario provide, children still believe that the consequences influence behavior. There is a focus on awards among children or satisfaction of personal needs. Concerning the case above, the student notices that education is more important than staying at home to look after the siblings. She realized that she could lie to her parents and told them that she had an in-school suspension. This suspension was a lie so that she could get a chance to study.

	

	
Stage 3: Conventional Level/Good Boy or Girl

	Conventional Level is a moral development stage where the individuals want to have societal recognition and acceptance. According to Sanders (2020), individuals look up to meeting or conforming to the expectations of society. In this stage, there is consideration of how choices influence relationships. Individuals are after being viewed as pleasant in the community.
	In reflection of the scenario, the student wanted to meet the requirements of society. She had to lie to her parents because she wanted to study instead of taking care of the siblings, which was a traditional practice. The student wanted to fit in the current society, which has learned people.


	
Stage 4: Maintaining the Social Order

	Maintaining the Social Order is a stage of moral development, laws are superior and everyone is supposed to adhere to them. Individuals become aware of the effects of people’s actions on others. Considerations made by people when making judgements based on the whole society (Mathes, 2019). The main focus in this stage is following rules and regulations according to the set laws.
	From the above example, the parents should not deny the students a chance to go to school and study. Education is a fundamental right to all children and it is a law that should be adhered to by all people. The student has a right to education.

	

	
Stage 5: Social Contract and Individual Rights

	Social Contract and Individual Rights is featured with moral development stage, there is consideration of the difference in opinions and values of other individuals. This stage calls for agreement between the society members considering the importance of the laws implemented. Society members should try to fix the existing disagreements. Society does not have to hold on to its values and beliefs for the sake of smooth running (Sanders, 2020).
	Accounting from the scenario provided, the student should lie to her parents for her to attend school. The laws made do not account for consequences in a circumstance like this. The parents should allow the student to study because there is no law requiring students to stay at home to look after their siblings.


	
Stage 6: Universal Principles

	Universal Principles is the final stage in moral development which states that moral reasoning depends on personal values. According to Garrigan, Adlam and Langdon (2018), people adhere to personal ethical values without considering if they concur or break the set laws. In this stage, the belief is that processes or people do not necessarily have to bring fair results in the end. Laws are used in shaping justice and rights.
	In the above example, it is right for the student to study without permission from her parents even though children should obey their parents. Education is more valuable than staying at home to look after the siblings, yet her parents are home.
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